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make you feel?
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does it use to influence your
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Is there anything about it that
seems ‘off’ to you?
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"[the butterfly] lives
on wild buckwheat
on land that's a part

of an oil refinery"

"People who live there
protect the area and

plant buckwheat."

"Do people really do
that so a tenth of a
gram of beauty can

survive?"



strategy-business.com, 8/7/21

Forbes.com, 3/11/22



coca-cola.eu

coca-colahellenic.com



coca-cola.eu



"The Coca-Cola Company is
the world’s worst corporate
plastic polluter for the
fourth year in a row.
Corporate plastic polluters
are contributing to the
climate crisis."

breakfreefromplastic.org

"Plastic polluters have
successfully prevented any
attempts to reform the Spanish
waste management system for
years... [recycling costs] could
be reduced by up to 80% if the
drinks were sold with a
deposit."

changingmarkets.org



On-trend styles and regular new arrivals
No evidence of action to reduce hazardous chemicals
No evidence of reducing its carbon
Supply chain is not certified by labour standards

goodonyou.eco
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Greenwashing is...

the act of misleading consumers
regarding the environmental practices
of a company or the environmental
performance and positive communication
about environmental performance.

Terrachoice / UL (2010)



Why do companies greenwash? 

Why not just make positive
changes so their businesses
ACTUALLY help the planet?
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Rant alert





THE SEVENTHE SEVEN
DEADLYDEADLY

SINSSINS  
OFOF
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Hidden trade-off
Focus on a small positive, but ignore other facts.

Ask yourself: What are they NOT saying?

https://greenwash.com/brands/unilever/



No Proof
Just make a claim! Who's going to check?

Ask yourself: Where's the evidence?

greenwash.com
eia-international.org



Lesser of two evils
Maybe they're better than another brand... but
maybe they're just a bit less bad?

Ask yourself: How is this brand different to others
like it?

asai.ie



Relevance
Maybe it's true, but it doesn't help you make a good
choice

Ask yourself: Is there a legal requirement?



Vagueness
The words used are vague or designed to confuse

Ask yourself: What does that even mean?
leadingthecharge.org



worshipping False
Labels

Ask yourself: Is this a genuine endorsement from
someone who knows?

Maybe there's a label, but does it really mean what
they want you to think it means?

easyecotips.comhttps://www.rainforest-alliance.org/

REAL FAKE



FIBBING
Just tell a lie!

Ask yourself: Could they just be lying?

theguardian.com



Ask Yourself...

What are they NOT saying?

Where's the evidence?

How is this brand different to others like it?

Is there a legal requirement behind the claim?

Is it endorsed by a reliable organisation?

What does that even mean?

Could they just be lying?
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Ask Yourself...

What are they NOT saying?

Where's the evidence?

How is this one different to others like it?

Is there a legal requirement behind the claim?

Is it endorsed by a reliable organisation?

What does that even mean?

Could they just be lying?







Why is this important?

We need to fundamentally change how we

consume. 

Greenwashing gives a false sense of action

If businesses don't help us, they jeopardise

our future

COP 27 is sponsored by Coca Cola and

attended by many multinationals. Why?



What can we do?

Be critical

Get informed

Call it out

Take collective action

Buy less



Weedkiller

Plastic plates

SUV

Smartphone

Greenwash this!



@GAPIreland
#greenwashthis
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